The independent practice of dental hygiene.
Dental hygienists are health care professionals specially trained and licensed to provide preventive oral health care and information to patients. In 49 of the 50 states, dental hygienists practice their profession under some type of supervision by a dentist. They are prohibited by state law from practicing independently in their own dental hygiene offices. The independent practice of dental hygiene and the controversial issues concerning dentists and dental hygienists are the issues examined in this article.